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Directions for questions (1-6): Select the 

correct alternative the given choices. 

1. There are some stationery items — pens, 

scales and erasers on a table. There are as 

many pens as there are erasers. There are 

twice as many erasers as there are scales. 

The number of pens 

(a) is equal to the sum of erasers and 

scales. 

(b) is double the number of scales.  

(c) is equal to erasers minus scales. 

(d) None of these  

2. Each one of the five students bought a 

chocolate, which is manufactured by a 

different company — A, B, C, D and E. Raju 

bought the chocolate manufactured by B 

and Benarji did not buy the chocolate 

manufactured by D. Pravin bought the 

chocolate which is manufactured by either 

A or D. Mukesh bought the chocolate which 

is manufactured by either C or A. If Kaila did 

not buy the chocolate which is 

manufactured by either D or E, then who 

bought the chocolate which is 

manufactured by D? 

(a) Benarji 

(b) Pravin 

(c) Mukesh 

(d) Either Pavin or Mukesh 

3. A person has to select only three colours 

among Violet, Indigo, Blue, Green, Yellow 

and Red. 

I. If Red is selected then exactly one 

among Blue and Green is to be selected. 

II. If Blue is selected then neither Indigo 

nor Green is selected. 

III. Both Yellow and Green must be selected 

if Violet is selected. 

Which colour should be selected if Blue is 

selected? 

(a) Yellow 

(b) Red 

(c) Violet 

(d) Both Yellow and Red 

4. Five persons — P, Q, R, S and T are 

comparing their salaries. No two of them 

earn the same salaries. Only two persons 

earn more than S. T does not earn more 

than P, who earns less than S. R does not 

earn the highest salary. Who earns the 

second highest salary? 

(a) P  (b) Q 

(c) R  (d) T 

5. The numbers in the following grid have a 

certain relation among themselves. Identify 

the relation and find the missing number. 

7 3 4 25 

5 8 – 4  36 

7 8 ? 49 

 

(a) – 4  (b) 4   

(c) 7  (d) – 7 

6. The numbers in each figure have the same 

relation among themselves. Identify the 

relation and find the missing number. 

 
(a) 38   (b) 78 

(c) 87   (d) 43 

 

PASSAGE - 1 

Directions for questions (7—9): Read the 

following passage carefully and answer the 

questions that follow it.  

Despite technological advances such as 

improved varieties, genetically modified 

organisms, and irrigation systems, weather is 

still a key factor in agricultural productivity, as 

well as soil properties and natural factors. The 

effect of climate on agriculture is related to 

variabilities in local climates rather than in 

global climate patterns. The Earth’s average 

surface temperature has increased by 1.5°F 

(0.83°C) since 1880. Consequently, agronomists 

consider any assessment has to individually 

consider each local area. 

On the other hand, agricultural trade has 

grown in recent years, and now provides 

significant amounts of food, on a national level 

of major importing countries, as well as 

comfortable income to exporting ones. The 

international aspect of trade and security in 

terms of food implies the need to also consider 

the effects of climate change on a global scale. 
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A study published in Science suggests that, 

due to climate change “Southern Africa could 

lose more than 30% of its main crop, maize, by 

2030. In South Asia losses of many regional 

staples, such as rice, millet and maize could top 

10%”. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) has produced several reports that 

have assessed the scientific literature on 

climate change. The IPCC Third Assessment 

Report, published in 2001, concluded that the 

poorest countries would be hardest hit, with 

reductions in crop yields in most tropical and 

sub-tropical regions due to decreased water 

availability, and new or changes insect pest 

incidence. In Africa and Latin America many 

rainfed crops are near their maximum 

temperature tolerance, so that yields are likely 

to fall sharply for even small climate changes; 

falls in agricultural productivity of up to 30% 

over the 21st century are projected. Marine life 

and the fishing industry will also be severely 

affected in some places. 

Climate change introduced by increasing 

greenhouse gases is likely to affect crops 

differently from region to region. For example, 

average crop yield is expected to drop down to 

50% in Pakistan according to the UKMO 

scenario whereas corn production in Europe is 

expected to grow up to 25% in optimum 

hydrologic conditions. 

More favourable effects on yield tend to 

depend to a large extent on realization of the 

potentially beneficial effects of carbon dioxide 

on crop growth and increase of efficiency in 

water use. Decrease in potential yields is likely 

to be caused by shortening of the growing 

period, decrease in water availability and poor 

vernalization. 

7. As per the passage, how does climate 

change affect Southern Africa? 

(a) The yield of maize could come down 

over 30 percent by 2030. 

(b) Productivity of rice, millets and maize 

could decrease by 10 percent. 

(c) Many rainfed crops may reach their 

maximum temperature tolerance. 

(d) Agricultural productivity could plummet 

by 30 percent. 

8. Which of the following has/have a 

favourable impact on crop yields? 

1. Efficiency in utilizing water resources 

2. Shortening the growing period of crops 

3. Putting carbon dioxide to its effective 

use 

(a) Only 2   (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 2   (d) 1 and 3 

9. Climate change caused by greenhouse gases 

(a) impact all types of crops similarly 

(b) can have both adverse and favourable 

effects on crops following regional 

variations 

(c) can adversely impact crop yields from 

region to region 

(d) can affect marine life apart from crop 

yields in different regions 

Directions for questions (10—12): Select the 

corre alternative from the given choices. 

10. In a running race in which five persons took 

part, J finished in the first position, K and L 

finished after M and N. J finished just before 

M, and L finished just after three athletes. 

Who finished the race in the third position, 

if no two persons finished the race in the 

same position? 

(a) K    (b) L 

(c) M    (d) N 

11. How is A’s only sister-in-law related to A’s 

wife’s father-in-law, if A has only one 

sibling? 

(a) Daughter-in-law 

(b) Daughter 

(c) Sister 

(d) Cannot be determined 

12. Pointing towards a photograph, Mr. Raju 

told Mr. Phani “He is the only brother of 

your mother’s sister’s only niece”. How is 

Phani related to the person in the 

photograph? 

(a) Brother 

(b) Uncle  

(c) Father 

(d) Cannot be determined 
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Directions for questions (13—14): These 

questions are based on the following 

information. 

Point A is 5 m to the North of point B, which is 6 

m to the East of point C. Point D is 4 m to the 

North of point C and is 6 m to the West of point 

E. 

13. How far is point A from point E?  

(a) 1 m  (b) 2 m 

(c) 4 m  (d) None of these 

14. In which direction is point B with respect to 

point E? 

(a) North-west 

(b) South-east 

(c) North 

(d) None of these 

Directions for questions (15—16): In the 

following question figures (i) and (ii) have a 

certain relation between them. Identify the 

relation and chose and answer figure to replace 

the ‘?’ mark so that figures (iii) and (iv) have the 

same relation. 

15. Problem Figures  

 
Answer Figures  

 
 

16. Problem Figures  

 
Answer Figures  

 
Directions for questions (17—21): Select the 

correct alternative from the given choices. 

17. Consider the following statements: 

1. Every singer can dance. 

2. All those persons who can sing can act. 

3. All those actors who cannot sing can 

play music.  

From the above three statements it can be 

concluded that, 

(a) The dancers who cannot sing, play 

music. 

(b) There are some singers who can dance, 

act and play music. 

(c) There are some actors who can sing and 

dance. 

(d) Those who can play music generally 

sing. 

18. In a painting different combination of 

colours were used as follows: 

1. Some part of Red is painted with Blue, 

some part of Blue is painted with 

Yellow. 

2. Some part of Green is painted with 

Yellow and some part of Green is 

painted with Black. 

3. No part of Yellow is painted with Black 

or Red. 

From the above three statements it can be 

concluded that, 

(a) Some part of Red is painted with Black. 

(b) No part of Green is painted with Blue. 

(c) Some part of Blue which is not painted 

with Yellow can be painted with Black. 

(d) Some part of Black which is not painted 

with Green cannot be painted with 

Blue. 

19. A cricket team of eleven players was 

finalized for a tournament. Among them 

there are 3 specialized batsmen, 4 all-

rounders, 2 specialized bowlers and 2 

wicket keepers. After this tournament, 

some of the players have lost their place in 

the team due to their dismal performance. 

The team for the next tournament was 

announced after two months and five 

players of the earlier team were replaced by 

new players and all the all-rounders 

retained their place in the new team. Which 

one of the following logically follows from 

the information given above? 

(a) One specialized bowler retained his 

place. 
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(b) If both the specialized bowlers are 

replaced then at least one specialized 

batsman retained his place. 

(c) If two specialised batsmen were 

replaced then at least one specialized 

bowler retained his place. 

(d) None of the above 

20. 1. 90% of the seeds which were sown were   

 turned into saplings. 

2. 80% of the saplings grew into plants. 

3. 70% of the plants yielded fruits. 

From the above three statements it may be 

concluded that, 

(a) About 50% of the seeds have grown 

into plants that yielded fruits. 

(b) 60% of the seeds did not grow into 

plants. 

(c) About 50% of the seeds that have 

grown into plants did not yield fruits. 

(d) All the seeds have grown into plants. 

21. The meterological department forecasted 

average rainfall in this monsoon season. 

The government ordered the agricultural 

ministry to keep the stocks of seeds and 

pesticides to be in reach for the farmers 

unlike last year. Which among the following 

can be inferred from the above statement? 

(a) The farmers do not keep the stocks of 

seeds and pesticides. 

(b) The demand for seeds and pesticides 

will increase. 

(c) Last year the government could not 

supply the required seeds and 

pesticides to the farmers in need. 

(d) Last year the rainfall in that monsoon 

season was below the average rainfall. 

Directions for questions (22—31): Read the 

following passages carefully and answer the 

questions that follow them. 

 

PASSAGE — 2 

Aesthetics is not just about beauty, it’s about 

the distillation of a mood, an emotion, a 

thought, an ambience, a smell, a note, a colour 

based on the knowledge of the process of its 

creation. The Aesthetics Project held in Delhi 

over two days last month brought together 

national and international scholars, who spoke 

on new research in Indian aesthetics. “Their 

talks stemmed,” said Pramod Kumar of Eka 

Resources, the creative brain behind the 

project, “from a gamut of experiences, ideas 

concepts and objects as depicted and seen 

through the filters of painting, connoisseurship, 

jewellery, architecture, ceramics and 

archaeology. 

What made the exercise outstanding was 

that it acted as a mediating ground between 

practitioners and academics who know and 

work in the field but don’t get a chance to talk 

about their ideas on public platform. Like John 

Seyller, Professor of Art History at the 

University of Vermont, U.S., and a leading 

expert on Mughal History, who was really happy 

that he finally got to meet Dr. Jyotindra Jian, an 

Indian art and cultural historian whose work he 

has been reading over the past few years. 

Seyller also got to address an Indian audience. 

His talk spoke of how his work gets to the 

underlying ethos of Mughal painting by using 

codicology, looking at the margins, inventory 

notes, and comments to the 16th century, their 

art included European techniques, historical and 

Hindu themes, and a greater diversity of 

subjects. 

Molly Emma Aitken’s talk on Mughal 

Connoisseurship of Longing took us through 

themes from poetry, love as it happened in 

India, social gatherings and court life, to 

painting and music. Like the Laud Ragmala 

album where Persian and Hindu traditions came 

together, leading to the enjoyment of both 

traditions, it combined Mughal and Rajput 

traditions. The intellectual history that came 

together from his intertwining of painting and 

poetry forged the social milieu of both their 

worlds. 

Dr. Usha R. Balakrishnan, an independent 

historian who lectures at SNDT University in 

Mumbai, focused on the influences on Indian 

jewellery during the late 19th and early 20th 

centuries. It was an age when Indian princely 

magnificence met European design, she said. 

Apart from their immense visual appeal, she 

spoke of the historical evolution of design, and 

the influences of European and Indian 
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craftsmen on each other, thus unfolding a 

multi-layered narrative. 

22. As per the passage, the purpose of the 

Aerthetics project held in New Delhi was to  

(a) bring together people from various 

walks of life to share their views 

(b) create an awareness of the ethos of 

Mughal paintings and manuscripts 

(c) provide a platform for practitioners and 

academics to interact and share their 

ideas on aesthetics 

(d) promote the aesthetic works of Indians 

internationally by inviting art lovers 

from across the world 

23. According to John Seyller, which of the 

following characterize the Mughal Painting? 

1. Codicology and inventory notes 

2. European techniques 

3. Historical and Hindu themes 

4. A greater diversity of subjects 

(a) 1, 2 and 4   (b) 2, 3 and 4 

(c) 2 and 4    (d) 1 and 3 

24. Molly Emma Aitken’s talk on Mughal 

Connoisseurship of Longing touched upon 

themes from  

1. social gathering and court life 

2. Indian jewellery and aesthetics 

3. Mughal painting and music 

4. intellectual history of Mughals and 

Rajputs 

(a) 1 and 3   (b) 1, 3 and 4 

(c) 2 and 4   (d) 1, 2 and 4 

 

PASSAGE — 3 

Activity that could be called colonialism has a 

long history, starting with the pre-colonial 

African empires which led to the Egyptians, 

Phoenicians, Greeks and Romans who all built 

colonies in antiquity. The word “metropole” 

comes from the Greek metropolies — “mother 

city”. The word “colony” comes from the Latin 

colonia “a place for agriculture”. Between the 

11th and 18th centuries, the Vietnamese 

established military colonies south of their 

original territory and absorbed the territory. 

Modem colonialism started with the Age of 

Discovery. Portugal and Spain discovered new 

lands across the oceans and built trading posts 

or conquered large extensions of land. For some 

people, it is this building of colonies across 

oceans that differentiates colonialism from 

other types of expansionism. These new lands 

were divided between the Portuguese Empire 

and Spanish Empire. 

This period is also associated with the 

Commercial Revolution. The late Middle Ages 

saw reforms in accountancy and banking in Italy 

and the eastern Mediterranean. These ideas 

were adopted and adapted in Western Europe 

to the high risks and rewards associated with 

colonial ventures. 

The 7th century saw the creation of the 

French colonial empire and the Dutch Empire, 

as well as the English overseas possessions, 

which later became the British Empire. It also 

saw the establishment of a Danish colonial 

empire and some Swedish overseas colonies. 

The spread of colonial empires was reduced 

in the late 18th and early 19th centuries by the 

American Revolutionary War and the Latin 

American wars of independence. However, 

many new colonies were established after this 

time, including German colonial empire and 

Belgian colonial empire. In the late 19th century, 

many European powers were involved in the 

Scramble for Africa. 

The Russian Empire, Ottoman Empire and 

Austrian Empire existed at the same time as the 

above empires, but did not expand over oceans. 

Rather, these empires expanded through the 

more traditional route of conquest of 

neighbouring territories. There was, though, 

some Russian colonization of the America 

across the Bering Strait. The Empire of Japan 

modelled itself on European colonial empires. 

The United States of America gained overseas 

territories after the Spanish-American War for 

which the term “American Empire” was coined.  

After the First World War, the victorious 

allies divided up the German colonial empire 

and much of the Ottoman Empire between 

themselves as League of Nations mandates. 

These territories were divided into three classes 

according to how quickly it was deemed that 

they would be ready for independence. 

However, decolonization outside the Americas 
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lagged until after the Second World War. In 

1962 the United Nations set up a Special 

Committee on Decolonization, often called the 

Committee of 24, to encourage this process. 

Further, dozens of independence movements 

and global political solidarity projects such as 

the Non-Aligned Movement were instrumental 

in the decolonization efforts of former colonies. 

25. How did Russian Empire, Ottoman Empire 

and Austrian Empire expand? 

(a) By invading and annexing neighbouring 

states 

(b) By discovering a sea route to other 

territories 

(c) By building colonies across oceans and 

setting up trading posts 

(d) By carrying out military expeditions 

across the world 

26. Which of the following occurred in the 7th 

century? 

1. Acquisition of overseas colonies by the 

British 

2. Establishment colonies by Spain and 

Portugal 

3. Creation of the French and Dutch 

colonial empires 

(a) 1 and 3    (b) 2 Only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3   (d) 1 and 2 

27. The purpose of the Committee of 24 was to  

(a) set the African countries free from 

 European colonization 

(b) promote the process of decolonization  

(c) determine the process of independence 

 for countries under Germany and other 

 European countries 

(d) launch decolonization in places other 

 than the American continents 

28. Which of the following contributed to a lull 

in the spread of colonies in the late 18th and 

the early 19th centuries? 

1. Competition among the European 

countries to conquest African countries 

2. American war of Independence 

3. Wars of Independence in Latin America 

(a) Only 2  (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3  (d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

PASSAGE — 4 

Ramesh’s disarming warmth and graciousness 

at the National Gallery of Modem Art (NGMA) 

Bangalore, set the tone for the discussion of his 

solo exhibition, the first ever solo show by a 

living artist at the museum. 

Consisting mostly of large canvases painted 

over a decade, Remembrances of Voices Past 

communicates Ramesh’s transcendental 

concerns of faith, devotion, and the essential 

Oneness of being. 

The artist’s unusual subject matter explores 

the idea of modem faith intertwined with 

ancient scriptures. Borrowing from mythology 

that describes human distraction caused by 

desire, his early series titles A Thousand and 

One Desires uses figuration to depict his ideas. 

In the painting A Thousand and one Desires, 

2003, the central figure in the garb of a monk is 

surrounded by multiple gesticulating hands to 

denote greed and avarice. At the bottom of the 

painting is bold red text from American novelist 

Kurt Vonnegut ‘Grab much too much’, to 

denote blatant capitalist acquisition. 

Yet, important as it is that a contemporary 

artist recontextualises and reiterates the 

essence of human values, Ramesh’s early 

figurative work falls short of narrative punch or 

engagement at a deeper level. Straightforward 

allegory in this work and in Building Castles in 

the Air, 2012, based on a Persian painting, 

seems less conductive towards evoking multiple 

layers of interpretation, or an awareness of who 

one is not in order to see who one might 

become. 

Ramesh’s recent series Sanctum Santorum: 

A Corner for Four Sisters is inspired by four 

female figures. Hailing from different 

geographical and historical periods, these poet-

saints come together through their renunciation 

of worldly ties. Here, one is not only fascinated 

by the artist’s retrieval of these long- forgotten 

figureheads and their defiance of tradition as 

early as the fifth century in their search for a 

higher truth, one is also moved by the subtlety 

and depth of Ramesh’s interpretation. 
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29. In his Remembrances of Voices Past,  

Ramesh dealt with 

(a) the concerns of the ancient societies, 

their faiths and devotion 

(b) the idea of modern faith intertwined 

with ancient scriptures 

(c) the modern qualities of greed and 

avarice 

(d) spiritual growth of people since ancient 

times 

30. Which of the following concerns the ‘poet 

saints’ mentioned in the passage? 

1. The artist has used them to portray 

negativity among people. 

2. They were united in their renunciation 

of worldly ties. 

3. They revolted against the established 

traditions of their respective times. 

4. They belonged to various geographical 

and historical periods. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3  (b) 1, 3 and 4 

(c) 2, 3 and 4  (d) 1, 2 and 4 

31. Which of the following is/are TRUE about 

Ramesh’s early works? 

1. They fall short of a narrative punch or 

engagement at a deeper level. 

2. They are known for their subtleity and 

depth of interpretation. 

3. The allegory seems less conducive to 

evoke multiple layers of interpretation. 

(a) 1 and 3  (b) Only 2 

(c) Only 1  (d) 2 and 3 

Directions for questions (32—34): Study the 

following pie- chart and bar graph carefully and 

answer the questions that follow. 

Number of students in a college ABC studying 

various courses. 

 
 

 

Percentage of female students in the college in 

various courses.  

 
32. How many male students were studying ME 

and CE together? 

(a) 164   (b) 172 

(c) 186   (d) 198 

33. In which of the courses was the difference 

between the number of female students 

and male students the highest? 

(a) CE    (b) MME 

(c) CSE    (d) ECE 

34. What percentage of the total number of 

students, in the six courses together, are 

female students? 

(a) 40%   (b) 70% 

(c) 30%    (d) None of these 

Directions for questions (35-41): Select the 

correct alternative from the given choices. 

35. A can contains 15 litres of milk solution with 

milk to water in the ratio of 4: 1. Another 

can contains 12 litres of milk solution with 

milk to water in the ratio of 5 : 1. Quantities 

from both the cans are mixed. What is the 

ratio of milk to water in the final solution? 

(a) 16 : 3   (b) 19 : 4 

(c) 22 : 5   (d) 25 : 6 

36. Kishore travelled from city A to city B at a 

speed of 68 kmph in four hours. He then 

travelled from the city B to city C at a speed 

of 71 kmph in five hours and finally from 

city C to city A at a speed of 77 kmph in two 

hours. What was the average speed of 

Kishore for the whole journey? 

(a) 67 kmph  (b) 69 kmph 

(c) 71 kmph  (d) 73 kmph 

37. Four years ago, the age of Ramesh was 

twice the age of his son. After eight years 

from now, the ratio of their ages will be       

5 : 3. What will be the age of Ramesh’s son 

after two years from now? 
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(a) 21 years  (b) 24 years 

(c) 27 years  (d) 30 years 

38. The average weight of 25 students of a class 

is 38 kg. Later, two students joined the 

class. Then the average weight of the class 

increased by one kg. What is the average 

weight of the two students? 

(a) 50.5 kg   (b) 51.5 kg 

(c) 52.5 kg   (d) 53.5 kg 

39. The ratio of monthly incomes of Harish and 

Suresh is 5 : 3 and the ratio of their monthly 

expenditures is 7 : 4. If their savings are Rs. 

1,000 each, then the sum of their monthly 

incomes is  

(a) Rs. 16,000  (b) Rs. 18,500 

(c) Rs. 21,500  (d) Rs. 24,000 

40. 36 workers working at the rate of six 

hrs/day can complete a job in 60 days. How 

many more workers are required to 

complete the job within 40 days, but all of 

them will now work at the rate of 4 hours a 

day? 

(a) 60    (b) 81 

(c) 54    (d) 45 

41. A person bought 10 bicycles at Rs. 2,500 

each and 5 tricycles at Rs. 3,200 each and 

sold them at the profit of 12% and 18% 

respectively. Find the total profit of the 

person. 

(a) Rs. 8480  (b) Rs. 9260 

(c) Rs. 5880  (d) Rs. 11760 

 

PASSAGE - 5 

Directions for questions (42-44): Read the 

following passage carefully and answer the 

questions that follow it. 

Fast economic growth in the last two decades 

has increased demand for land from many 

sources, such as infrastructure, industry, 

resource extraction (such as mining), and 

urbanization, including real estate. Even when 

many of these activities are funded privately 

and driven by profit motive, they serve a social 

purpose, as employment generation per unit of 

land is higher in non-agricultural uses than in 

agriculture. For instance, a 4000 MW thermal 

plant may displace about 250 households but 

would create tens of thousands of new jobs by 

providing power to small industry and tube 

wells that would increase both gross cropped 

area and productivity. At present the share of 

urban dwellers in total population of India is 32 

percent, but they occupy only 6 percent of the 

total area of the country. Thus growth through 

industrialization and urbanization would not 

only increase labour productivity but will reduce 

pressure on farm land by pulling people away 

from land to non-farming occupations. 

However, land acquisition has emerged as the 

most important structural constraint in India to 

the process of fast industrialization and 

improvement in infrastructure. Delays in 

procuring land leads to uncertainty and cost 

escalation, and development. 

Acquisition of land by government has 

lately drawn resistance in many cases due to 

inadequate compensation for the land and loss 

of livelihoods of the affected people, as well as 

for involuntary displacement without proper 

rehabilitation.  Moreover, people are not willing 

to give up their present dwelling and 

occupation of farming for a dark future totally 

dependent on the vagaries of market. The 

present land acquisition law has been quite 

hostile to the interests of the landowner, as it 

attempts to make land available to industry 

through government at a minimal price. So far 

the practice in most state governments has 

been to coerce people to give up their lands by 

using the legal powers of eminent domain, and 

in some cases even through the use of force. 

Thus the model followed has been, ‘let some 

people lose out so that others (this includes 

some enterprising poor too) may gain’. 
Unfortunately losers tend to be the poorest 

with little skills, often tribals, who are unable to 

negotiate with the market forces and cope with 

the consequences of their forced expulsion 

from land, and end up much worse off than 

before acquisition. 

42. How does the non-agricultural use of the 

land serve a social purpose? 

(a) It is mostly funded by private players. 

(b) It displaces a large number of people in 

urban areas. 
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(c) Mostly tribals get benefited by such use 

of the land. 

(d) It helps create more jobs per unit of the 

land used. 

43. Which of the following are the reasons for 

the people to resist land acquisition by 

governments? 

1. Inadequate compensation for the land 

2. Involuntary displacement without 

proper rehabilitation 

3. Uncertainty about the viability of the 

proposed project 

(a) 1 and 3   (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 (d) 1 and 2 

44. Which of the following cannot be inferred 

from the passage? 

(a) Industrialization and urbanization help 

farming industry indirectly. 

(b) Government fails in rehabilitating the 

poor land owners. 

(c) Delays in acquiring land should be 

avoided to check project costs. 

(d) People would willingly forgo their lands 

if governments can give them proper 

compensation. 

Directions for questions (45—48): Select the 

correct alternative from the given choices. 

45. A metallic sphere of radius 14 cm is melted 

to form a sphere of radius 7 cm and a cone 

of base radius 14 cm. what is the height of 

the cone formed? 

(a) 42 cm   (b) 49 cm  

(c) 56 cm   (d) 63 cm  

46. How much milk has to be added to 40 litres 

of a mixture of milk and water with 40% of 

milk, to make a solution having 60% milk in 

it? 

(a) 20 litres   (b) 30 litres 

(c) 40 litres   (d) 50 litres 

47. Three metallic spheres of radii 6 cm, 9 cm 

and 12 cm are melted to form a cylinder of 

height 11 cm. What is the radius of the 

cylinder formed? 

(a) 18 cm   (b) 21 cm 

(c) 24 cm   (d) 27 cm 

48. In a club there are four doctors, five 

engineers and two chartered accountants. A 

committee of three members consisting of 

two doctors and the third person either an 

engineer or a chartered accountant is to be 

formed. How many different selections are 

possible? 

(a) 42    (b) 40 

(c) 84   (d) 72 

Directions for questions (49—56): Read the 

following passages carefully and answer the 

questions that follow them. 

 

PASSAGE — 6 

One of the great tragedies of our employment-

based system of health care is that it traps 

people in jobs that don’t fit them well. Millions 

of Americans who would like to start their own 

business or freelance have been unable to do so 

because they had no cost-effective way to 

maintain health care coverage during the 

transition. This phenomenon, called “job-lock,” 

keeps people in the wrong job. It holds back 

economic growth, and it deprives America of 

much-needed entrepreneurial energy and 

innovation. And it is the cause of great 

unhappiness and frustration for those affected. 

This week, a new report from the 

Congressional Budget Office shed some light on 

the magnitude of job lock, and showed how 

Obamacare — the Affordable Care Act — will 

help address it. The report projected that upto 

2.5 million Americans would change jobs or 

voluntarily leave the work force, now that 

Obamacare gives people an affordable way to 

get coverage other than through an employer. 

Of course, critics of the ACA seized on the 

projections claiming that it is wrecking havoc on 

the economy. But a close look at the report 

shows that the criticism is based on a deliberate 

misreading of the data. Critics have said that the 

ACA will restrict economic growth by raising the 

costs of the employment. However the CBO’s 

report contradicts this claim. In fact, the CBO 

says that some employers might change their 

mix of part-time and full-time employees, but 

this would not change the total number of 

hours worked. 

49. A report by Congressional Budget Office 

predicted that the Affordable Care Act 

would  
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(a) cost Americans a lot of jobs 

(b) force a large number of people to quit 

their jobs 

(c) make the employees lose their health 

coverage 

(d) encourage a massive number of people 

to change their jobs 

50. How does CBO’s report counter the critics 

of ACA? 

(a) It suggests that ACA in fact restricts 

economic growth in the country. 

(b) It contradicts the view that a large 

number of people would lose their jobs. 

(c) It argues that people would just change 

their job pattern but not the number of 

hours they work. 

(d) It is the cause of great unhappiness 

among the employees. 

 

PASSAGE — 7 

For years now China has been the world’s 

manufacturing powerhouse, leveraging its 

cheap labour and much else to dominate global 

trade in general and developing country exports 

in particular. But, of late, talk that China has 

reached the Lewis turning point, when it runs 

out of access to a cheap labour reserve at a 

near constant real wage has gained currency. 

This, it argued, could undermine its 

competitiveness in a range of products, making 

way for new suppliers exploiting the benefit of a 

cheap labour force. 

According to A Deutsche Bank study quoted 

by the Financial Times: “Since China’s WTO 

accession in 2001, real wages paid in the 

manufacturing sector have risen by almost 

200% in USD-terms, surpassing Thailand and 

closing the gap with Philippines. Strikingly, 

Chinese wages continued to move ahead in 

2009-11, even as regional peers felt the 

dampening impact of the global recession.” 

Is this China story true? And if so would 

India be among the countries that benefit? 

International comparisons of unit labour costs 

are difficult to come by, but some numbers are 

available from a few sources. This discussion is 

based on estimates made by the Bureau of 

Labour Statistics (BLS) of the US government. 

Despite the difficulty involved in generating 

comparable numbers the BLS has (till recently) 

routinely put out figures on unit labour costs in 

different countries as part of its International 

Labour Comparison programme. 

China and India were not part of the regular 

programme, but the BLS conducted special 

studies of labour compensation in these 

countries, being careful to underscore the 

dangers of comparing data that are different in 

terms of method, coverage and reliability across 

countries. 

A special BLS study on India found that 

labour compensation (including pay for time 

worked, directly-paid benefits (excluding 

payment in kind), social insurance expenditures, 

and labour-related taxes) in India’s organized 

manufacturing sector had risen over the last 

decade from 0.68 (Rs. 29.43) and hour in 1999 

to $1.46 (or Rs. 66.84) in 2010. The rise among 

production workers (as opposed to all 

employees) has been lower from $0.53 (Rs. 

22.68) to $0.92 (Rs. 41.87) per hour. 

However, what matters from the point of 

view of competitiveness is not just 

compensation but unit labour costs in a 

common currency, which depends on 

compensation, productivity and the exchange 

rate. During this period, improved access to 

technology post-liberalisation had resulted in a 

sharp increase in productivity in many 

industries, reflected in a rise value added per 

worker in the Indian organized manufacturing 

sector. This was also the time when the rupee 

was depreciating, excepting for 2007-08 when a 

capital inflow surge resulted in an appreciation 

of the currency. So all told India’s competitive 

position was improving considerably. This 

comes through in the comparison of average 

hourly labour compensation costs in India and 

elsewhere, which shows that India compares 

favourable with most competing countries 

excepting the Philippines. 

51. As per the passage, which of the following 

did not help China become a manufacturing 

power house? 

1. China enjoyed a highly skilled labour 

force 
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2. Other countries could not improve their 

exports 

3. China had a huge reserve of cheap 

labour force 

(a) 1 and 2   (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3   (d) 1, 2 and 3 

52. China lost its competitive advantage 

because of  

1. the availability of cheap labour force in 

other countries 

2. lack of productivity among its 

employees 

3. a constant increase in the real wages of 

the people 

(a) 2 and 3   (b) Only 3 

(c) 1 and 2   (d) 1 and 3 

53. Which of the following give(s) India a 

competitive edge over China? 

1. The average hourly labour 

compensation costs are much lower 

than those in China or most other 

developing countries. 

2. India’s deployment of technology in the 

manufacturing sector has led to a rise in 

the productivity of the workers. 

3. The inflow of foreign capital has 

resulted in the depreciation of currency. 

(a) Only 2   (b) 1 and 2 

(c) 2 and 3   (d) Only 1 

 

PASSAGE - 8 

Rani Gaidinliu does not appear in Indian history 

textbooks. In the pantheon of Indian freedom 

fighters, revolutionaries and liberators her 

name remains unfamiliar. She is unknown to 

most Indians, a fading memory and myth to her 

own people. Rani Gaidinliu was a spiritual 

leader, a reformer, a guerrilla warrior and a 

freedom fighter who served 14 years, making 

her one of India’s longest incarcerated political 

prisoner. 

Gaidinliu was born on January 26, 1915 at 

Nungkhao, a Rongmei village in Manipur. She 

was 16 when she became the leader of the 

Heraka movement after its charismatic leader 

Jadonang was executed by the British. While 

the Heraka movement was long aware of the 

civil disobedience movement in British India, it 

was Gaidinliu who first used Gandhiji’s name 

and identified her people’s struggle against 

oppression and self-determination with the 

larger national movement gaining ground in 

India. Through armed resistance, she quickly 

transformed a religious-indigenous rebellion 

into a revolutionary movement for 

independence. In a note recorded in June 1932, 

C.P. Mills, Deputy Commissioner, Naga Hills, 

stated that, “The real danger of the movement 

is the spirit of defiance.” 

The Empire fearing the spirit of defiance 

launched a manhunt for the 16-year-old rebel 

leader. The Assam Governor-in- Council 

authorized the overwhelming force of the 3rd 

and 4th Assam Rifles and the entire Manipur 

Police force. After a year-long search and 

capture operations, Gaidinliu was arrested on 

October 17, 1932. She was tried and convicted 

on a charge of murder, waging war against the 

British crown and sentenced to life 

imprisonment. When Nehru met Gaidinliu, she 

has already been imprisoned for five years. 

Nehru’s efforts and subsequent failure to 

secure Gaidinliu’s release from the British is 

well documented. She would remain a prisoner 

for another decade, before being  released from 

Tura Jail on October 14, 1947, after India 

became independent. The newly independent 

Indian State quickly recognized Gaidinliu’s 

potential as a symbol of Naga separatism. Upon 

her release, the Indian government imposed 

severe restrictions on her movement and she 

was not permitted to return home to her 

people till 1957. The Naga National council 

(NNC) leaders found her ideology, vocal 

opposition to the insurgency and Christian 

missionary presence an obstacle to the Naga 

separatist struggle. With the growing NNC 

threat against her life she went underground 

once again in 1960. She was honoured as a 

freedom fighter and awarded a Padma 

Bhushan, but toward the end of her life she 

became a neglected figure. Rani Gaidinliu died 

alone and disillusioned in 1993. 
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54. According to C.P. Mills, what was the real 

threat of the Heraka Movement under Rani 

Gaidinliu? 

(a) The invocation of Gandhian principles 

(b) The killing of the British officials by the 

armed rebellion 

(c) The commitment with which the rebels 

were putting up a fight 

(d) Peaceful civil disobedience by the 

people 

55. Which of the following is/are TRUE as per 

the passage? 

1. Rani Gaidinliu was opposed to the 

presence of Christian missionaries in 

Manipur. 

2. Rani Gaidinliu was disillusioned with 

Indian government and demanded a 

separate state for Nagas. 

3. Nehru made many a futile attempt to 

get Rani Gaidinliu released from prison. 

(a) 1 and 2   (b) Only 3 

(c) 1, 2 and 3  (d) 1 and 3 

56. Why did the Indian government prevent 

Rani Gaidinliu from going to Manipur after 

her release from prison in 1947? 

(a) It feared that she would be an 

inspiration for Naga separatist 

movement. 

(b) It felt that she would face the anger of 

the leaders of Naga separation per her 

pro-India stance. 

(c) There was a threat for her life from the 

insurgents. 

(d) She showed signs of sympathy with 

Naga separatism. 

Directions for questions (57—60): Select the 

correct alternative from the given choices. 

57. What is the minimum number of cuboids of 

4 cm × 6 cm × 8 cm required to build a 

cube? 

(a) 24   (b) 48 

(c) 36   (d) 72 

58. The average of the five different positive 

integers is 62, the average of smallest and 

the biggest of these five is 60. Find the 

minimum value of the second biggest of 

these five if 50 is the second least number. 

(a) 69    (b) 67 

(c) 73    (d) 71 

59. A person lent 20% of his money to his friend 

at a S.I of 8% p.a and the remaining to his 

neighbour at a S.I of 12% p.a. At the end of 

first year he received Rs. 2,800 as interest. 

Find the amount that the person lent to 

both together. 

(a) Rs. 24,000  (b) Rs. 22,000 

(c) Rs. 25,000  (d) Rs. 28,000 

60. The time taken to fill a tank by a pipe is 

inversely proportional to the area of its 

cross-section. Two circular pipes are 

connected to the tank, whose radii are in 

the ratio of 1 : 2. The two pipes together 

can fill the tank in 12 hours. The maximum 

time required to fill the tank if only one of 

the pipe works is 

(a) 60 hours  (b) 48 hours 

(c) 64 hours   (d) 24 hours 

Directions for questions (61—62): In the 

following questions, a question and two 

statements are given. You have to choose which 

of the two statements is sufficient to answer 

the questions and mark your answer as 

(a) If only one of the two statements alone 

is sufficient to answer the questions. 

(b) If either of the statements A or B is 

sufficient to answer the questions. 

(c) If the question can be answered by 

using both the statements together but 

cannot be answered by using either 

statement alone. 

(d) If it cannot be answered even after 

using both the statements together. 

61. What is the cost of each book? 

(A) The cost of three books, two pens and 

three pencils is Rs. 49. 

(B) The cost of two books, four pens and 

five pencils is Rs. 49. 

62. What is the average speed of the car from 

city A to city C? 

(A) The car travelled from city A to City B in 

four hours and travelled further 70 km 

in one hour 45 minutes to reach city C. 

(B) The car travelled a total distance of 230 

km from city A to city C. 
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Directions for questions (63—65): Analyse the 

following situations and answer the questions 

that follow them. 

63. Jose was a call center executive and his job 

was to make note of customer complaints. 

One day a customer who was apparently 

having a very bad time called and verbally 

attacked Jose. Yet, Jose maintained a 

friendly behaviour, a helpful attitude and a 

willingness to listen to the customer. This 

calmed the customer and Jose was able to 

reassure him that everything would work 

out. 

Based on the above, we can say that Jose 

(a) is sensitive to the people’s feelings.  

(b) resolves a problem with ease. 

(c) is able to identify other people’s inner 

feelings. 

(d) has intrinsic power to understand the 

root cause of a person’s problem. 

64. Shri was an important employee in a big 

company. She had many friends in other 

departments. She and these friends 

frequently exchanged mails. She would 

send them unpleasant details about 

colleagues from her department. One day, 

she accidentally sent such a mail to many 

employees in the company. The head learnt 

about that, he fired Shri for her 

inappropriate behaviour. 

The above situation mainly depicts which of 

the following? 

(a) A company’s internal communication 

(b) Communication among colleagues 

(c) Gossip 

(d) Stringent action against unintended 

behaviour 

65. Renu was a new employee in a firm. Her 

boss, Mr. Das, frequently left his 

subordinates with not enough information 

to complete a job. One day, he told Renu to 

update the Sharma file and left for a 

weeklong holiday. Actually, the company 

had over a dozen Sharma files. Renu 

wanted to call Mr. Das and ask for more 

details, but when she checked with her 

coworkers, they told her not to do so as Mr. 

Das would think that she was incompetent. 

Overall, the final result was such that an 

important client was dissatisfied and 

discontinued availing himself of the 

company’s services. 

Which of the following behaviours of Mr. 

Das, Renu or Renu’s coworkers did not lead 

to the losing of the client? 

(a) Mr.Das’s not leaving more explicit 

instructions before going on a holiday. 

(b) Renu’s not calling her boss for more 

details 

(c) Mr. Das’s going on a holiday 

(d) Renu’s coworkers discouraging Renu 

from calling Mr. Das for more details 

Directions for questions (66—72): Given below 

are seven items. Each item describes a situation 

and is followed by four possible responses. 

Indicate the response you find most 

appropriate. Choose only one response for each 

item. 

66. Ms. Samhita is head of a department in an 

office. One of her lady subordinates 

approaches Ms. Samhita and seeks her 

permission to bring her three-year-old child 

to the office for three days, as her mother-

in-law who takes care of the child is going 

out of station. 

Which of the following is the most 

appropriate response from Ms. Samhita? 

(a) Accord permission as she may get into a 

similar situation in future. 

(b) Being a lady, show sympathy and allow 

the subordinate to bring her child to the 

office. 

(c) Sanction three days’ leave to look after 

her child. 

(d) Turn down the request. 

67. As the Director of Self-Employment Project, 

you have invited applications, for setting up 

small-scale industries, from interested 

people. You have set a dead-line for 

receiving applications. About half an hour 

after the closure of the dead-line, a young 

and well-educated person came with a very 

innovative idea which would create more 

employment. 

Which of the following is the most 

appropriate response on your part? 



  

14 

   

OCS (PRELIM) 2020 - VST – 2 | PAPER - II 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. : (0674) 6511101, 8093083555. Web : www.vanikias.com, E-mail : vaniksias@gmail.com 
 

 

(a) Accept the application. 

(b) Reject the application stating that the 

dead-line is over. 

(c) Reject the application because a person 

who could not follow the time-schedule 

cannot run an industry. 

(d) Ask him to come back after two years, 

when another round of applications will 

be accepted. 

68. You wanted to get operated on your eye to 

rectify a vision disorder as early as possible. 

You have approached one of the reputed 

hospitals where you were given a date for 

surgery on a day two months later. Since 

you do not want to get operated at any 

other hospital you have decided to wait till 

then. A week prior to the day of surgery, 

you have notified your boss about this. 

Then you were told that the Chief General 

Manager (CGM) is going to visit your office, 

as part of his routine visits, on the very day 

on which you have to undergo the surgery. 

You are one of the key persons in your 

office. 

Which of the following is the most 

appropriate response on your part? 

(a) Request your boss to allow you to go 

ahead with the surgery explaining to 

him how difficult it is to get an 

appointment at that hospital. 

(b) Write a letter to the CGM through your 

boss explaining the circumstances and 

request him to excuse your inability to 

be present in the office on that day. 

(c) Request the hospital to give another 

earliest date and attend the office on 

the day of the CGM’s visit. 

(d) Be hold enough to inform your boss 

that your surgery cannot be postponed 

and that you will not attend the office 

on that day.  

69. Your friend is currently working as a 

software consultant for a BPO. He has 

recently attended an interview in a 

multinational company and got selected. 

Now that the company has not given him an 

offer letter yet, however, he has got a 

confirmation mail from the HR which 

mentions his joining date and salary 

breakup. They have asked him to treat that 

mail as an offer and they have said that an 

offer letter would be rolled out only on the 

date of joining. Your friend is totally 

confused, whether to join this company 

only on the basis of a mail or should push 

for a hard copy offer letter. As a friend what 

will you suggest him? 

(a) Email is also considered as a proof, 

many business transactions and 

correspondence are mail-based, but 

press them for an appointment letter 

within one week of joining. 

(b) Try for another job. 

(c) Meet the HR of the company and 

reconfirm it. 

(d) Gather the details of the persons who 

got selected along with you and all of 

you together pressurise the company 

for a proper offer letters. 

70. You are the in-charge of a company. You 

have come to know that most of the 

employees misuse the Internet in the office. 

Which of the following is the effective step 

you take? 

(a) Report the matter to higher officials. 

(b) Ask for an explanation from the 

employees. 

(c) Hold a counselling session for the 

employees. 

(d) Take strict action against the employees 

who misused the Internet. 

71. You have passed the UPSC exam and 

recently joined as a tax manager. Your 

friend is trying to clear the UPSC exam but 

has repeatedly failed to achieve the goal. 

She asked you how she should prepare for 

the exam. As a friend what will you suggest 

her? 

(a) UPSC jobs are highly risky and better to 

try for other jobs. 

(b) Passing UPSC exams depends purely on 

luck. 

(c) Increase the practice-time and try to 

concentrate more on the sections in 

which you scored less. 

(d) Take coaching in a reputed institution. 
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72. You and your colleagues are competing for 

a promotion. There is only one post. One of 

your senior employees gave you an 

important suggestion about interviews, 

which will be quite useful during the 

interview. One of your competitors is your 

best friend. 

What will you do with the piece of 

information you have? 

(a) You will share that suggestion only with 

your best friend. 

(b) You will share with all your competitors. 

(c) Do not share with anyone. 

(d) Convey that suggestion in such a 

manner that it misleads your 

competitors. 

Directions for questions (73—80): Read the 

following passages carefully and answer the 

questions that follow them. 

 

PASSAGE — 9 

Duty is seldom sweet. It is only when love 

greases its wheels that it runs smoothly; it is a 

continuous friction otherwise. How else could 

parents do their duties to their children, 

husbands to their wives and vice-versa? Do we 

not meet with cases of friction every day in our 

lives? Duty is sweet only through love and love 

shines in freedom alone. Yet is it freedom to be 

a slave to the sense, to anger, to jealousies and 

a hundred other petty things that must occur 

every day in human life? In all these little 

roughnesses that we meet with in life, the 

highest expression of freedom is to forbear. 

73. According to the passage duty is sweet  

(a) only when you have freedom 

(b) only when you are selfless 

(c) only through love 

(d) only when your life runs smoothly. 

74. The highest expression of freedom is 

(a) to live without anger 

(b) the ability to control yourself 

(c) to overcome the slavery of petty 

feelings 

(d) to love your fellow beings. 

75. Which of the following is TRUE according to 

the passage? 

(a) Duty is often very sweet 

(b) Duty is never sweet 

(c) Duty is rarely sweet 

(d) Duty can be sweet even without love. 

 

PASSAGE — 10 

My taxi-driver was a Sikh. He had been a 

sportsman in his time and still had the 

sportsman’s presence. He knew foreign 

countries by the sportsmen they produced, and 

he spoke English well; he was a diligent reader 

of the newspapers. He owned his taxi and had a 

place in the taxi rank of the hotel. I thought he 

was better off than most people in India. But his 

thoughts were of migration. He wanted to go to 

one of the Arab Gulf states. He had paid a large 

sum of money to a middleman, a ‘contractor’. 
His papers were almost in order now, he said; 

all he was waiting for, from the contractor was 

his ‘no objection certificate’. Yet the thought of 

the large sum he had paid to the contractor 

worried him. He spoke like a man who knows he 

had waited too long and had begun to fear that 

he had been cheated. 

76. The reason for the tax-driver’s fear, 

according to the passage, was that 

(a) he had paid a large sum to the 

contractor. 

(b) he thought that he had been cheated. 

(c) he had not yet received his ‘no 

objection’ certificate. 

(d) he had been waiting for long. 

77. The taxi-driver wanted to go to one of the 

Arab Gulf States because 

(a) he was not paid well in India. 

(b) he wanted to pursue a career in sports. 

(c) he wanted to migrate. 

(d) he never had a good place in the taxi 

rank of any hotels, in India. 

78. Which of the following is not true about the 

taxi-driver? 

(a) He had been a sportsman. 

(b) He belonged to the Sikh community. 

(c) He was familiar with many foreign 

languages. 

(d) He had a habit of reading the 

newspapers. 
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PASSAGE — 11 

On the train going back to Bombay one rainy 

evening, I heard the complaint from a blank-

faced, plump young man. He was too educated 

for India, he said; and he spoke the worn words 

without irony or embarrassment. He had done a 

course in computers in the United States and 

(having money) what he wanted to do was to 

set up a factory to build the American 

equipment he had learned about. But India 

wasn’t ready for this kind of advanced 

equipment, and he was thinking he might have 

to go back permanently to the United States. 

But he had little else to say about that country 

or – the rainy, smoky, industrial outskirts of 

Bombay, rust, black and green, going p our 

window— about India. 

79. The young man thought to set up the 

factory in the United States because 

(a) he had learned about the equipment in 

the U.S 

(b) he thought the U.S was a better place 

than India to set up factories 

(c) he wanted to settle in the U.S. 

(d) the equipment that he wished to 

manufacture was so advanced that 

India was not prepared for it. 

80. The young man whom the author met on 

the train was  

(a) talking very sarcastically about India 

(b) in high praise about American 

education 

(c) feeling very exhausted 

(d) having a longing desire to settle in the 

U.S. 
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ANSWER KEYS 

1 b 21 c 41 c 61 d 

2 b 22 c 42 d 62 c 

3 d 23 b 43 d 63 a 

4 c 24 a 44 d 64 c 

5 d 25 a 45 b 65 c 

6 b 26 d 46 a 66 c 

7 a 27 b 47 a 67 a 

8 d 28 b 48 a 68 a 

9 b 29 b 49 d 69 c 

10 d 30 c 50 c 70 c 

11 d 31 a 51 a 71 c 

12 d 32 b 52 d 72 c 

13 a 33 c 53 b 73 c 

14 d 34 d 54 c 74 b 

15 b 35 c 55 d 75 c 

16 a 36 c 56 a 76 b 

17 c 37 d 57 d 77 c 

18 c 38 b 58 d 78 c 

19 d 39 d 59 c 79 d 

20 a 40 d 60 a 80 a 
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